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Langho & BilƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ / ƻŦ 9 /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
 

Procedure 
The Patron (Archdeacon John Hawley) will liaise with the Wardens and PCC together with Bishop 
John of Burnley in selecting suitable candidates for the LƴŎǳƳōŜƴŎȅ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
Langho.  To support our wishes for a suitable Priest, we submit a Profile of the Parish as follows:- 
 

Our Mission Statement 
We, the parishioners of St Leonard, Langho and Billington, seek to promote the Kingdom of God 
and the good news of Christ more fully through worship, service and witness to the Glory of God 
the Father. 

  

The Parish 
 

 
St Leonardôs Church in Summer 

{ǘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŀƭƭŜȅ 5ŜŀƴŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Diocese of Blackburn.  The parish is situated 
between Blackburn and Clitheroe in the heart of 
Lancashire's beautiful Ribble Valley, an area of 
outstanding natural beauty bounded by Longridge 
Fell and Pendle Hill. 

Our parish has a population of 5820 and covers the 
villages of Langho, Billington, Old Langho, Dinckley, 
Brockhall and York together with the surrounding 
rural area.  The electoral role is 102. 

St. [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ parish includes the church at Old 
Langho, maintained by the Churches Conservation 
Trust, with 5 services per year for which we 
provide cleaning and clergy. 

 
 
 

 

Contact 
details 
 
 
 
 
Website 
 
e-mail 
 
Wardens 
 
 
PCC Chairman 
 
 

St Leonard's Church 
Whalley Road 
Langho 
Blackburn 
BB6 8AB 
 
http://www.stleonardslangho.org.uk  
 
mail@stleonardslangho.org.uk 
 
David Holt 01254 249296  
Carole Maher 01254248394 
 
Brian Williams 01254 240402 

   

http://www.stleonardslangho.org.uk/
mailto:mail@stleonardslangho.org.uk
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Demographics 
The local area is a mix of 
farming communities, 
retired families, commuters 
and home workers and is 
predominantly professional 
and blue collar. 
 
There is a full range of age 
groups within the Parish. 
The parish is in a village 
environment which has 
grown over the years to 
include several large mixed 
housing developments.   
 
Employment opportunities 
are limited, restricted to 
hospitality, small rural 

businesses and farming.  There are opportunities for home working and the parish includes a 
sports academy operated by Blackburn Rovers Football Club.  Shops are few but they do serve 
basic needs. 
The community activities are based around the churches, hotels, schools and restaurants with the 
focal points being churches, schools, community centre, gyms, spas, swimming pools, a social club, 
football club and garden centres. 

 
Development Building development is restricted due to large areas of green belt.  New 

developments have been projected in the strategic plan but have not been 
passed for planning permission. 

 
Schools We have three schools in the parish and all are voluntary aided: 

{ǘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ / ƻŦ 9 
Primary School 

Whalley Road, Langho, 
Blackburn 
Tel: 01254 247156 

OFSTED:  Good school 
with outstanding 
features 

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ w/ 
Primary School 

Whalley Road, Langho,  
Blackburn 
Tel: 01254 247157 

OFSTED:  Good school 
with outstanding 
features 

{ǘ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ w/ 
High School  

Elker Lane, Billington  
Clitheroe 
Tel: 01254 823362 

OFSTED:  Good school 
with outstanding 
features 

 

 The parish hosts the Blackburn Rovers Training Ground at Brockhall Village and 
the Academy which coaches junior football players.  In addition, the Langho and 
Billington pre-school nursery operates in the Community Hall. 
  

Rest/Nursing 
Homes 

The parish does not have any nursing nor residential care homes nor hospitals. 
TƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ƻŦ IŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ Dat ŎƻƴǾŀƭŜǎŎŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ {ǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ [ƻŘƎŜΣ 
together with Kemple View secure psychiatric unit are in the parish. 

Parish Boundaries 
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Churches/Halls  

 
{ǘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƳƛŘǿŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ [ŀƴƎƘƻ ŀƴŘ .ƛƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ, the other church at Old Langho is 
approximately one mile away from the main church. 
  
{ǘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

 
{ǘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Iŀƭƭ 

The present St. Leonard's Church was consecrated in 
1880.  It holds approximately 260 people.  It was built 
in the centre of the parish to replace the original 
church at Old Langho.  The reason for re-locating the 
parish church was because the population had grown 
and was more concentrated around the route taken by 
the railway in the villages of Billington and Langho.  
Originally it was intended to construct a second aisle on 
the North side of the nave.  This was never built.  St 
[ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ 
with diocesan reviews and is in a very good state of 
repair.  There are three outstanding stained glass 
windows and a lovely old font.  The organ is in good 
condition. 

Old Langho Church  

 

The church at Old Langho is officially a redundant 
church and is ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΩ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 
Trust.  It was built in 1557, using stones from the 
former Whalley Abbey.  It seats approximately sixty 
people. 
Our parish has the privilege of using this beautiful old 
church on five occasions each year.  Typically we use it 
for services at Easter, Christmas, Harvest and Rogation 
time.  The atmosphere, when this old (and unheated) 
building is full, at Christmas time, is very special indeed. 

   

Parish Hall 
Currently we do not have a parish hall.  There is a strong feeling in the parish that we need to extend 
the church on the North side in order to create rooms for meetings and probably a kitchen. 
  
Community Hall 

 
The Billington and Langho Community Association 
ό.![/!ύΣ ƻǿƴǎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ Ƙŀƭƭ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ {ǘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩs 
church.  The parish rents this for uniformed organisations 
and parish functions on a regular basis.  As it is used by 
many other local groups, the church does not have any 
privileged access to this facility. 
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Church Services  

 
 Sunday morning commencing with 9.00 Holy Communion 

(Book of Common Prayer).  Normally there will be a 
communicant on duty to read the first reading and one to 
assist with the chalice.  Average attendance at this Service 
is 18 communicants. 
 

  The next Service (10.30am) takes the form of Common 
Worship and follows the Church Calendar.  Holy 
Communion is celebrated except for the third Sunday in the 

ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭέ {ǳƴƎ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ 
time the uniformed organisations, together with the Mothers Union, parade into Church on the 
second Sunday of each month.  Average attendance at the 10.30am services is 55 (including 
children).  Readers are provided to read both lessons and intercessions and as well as two 
administrators for the Chalice. 
 

 Clergy dress for these services has been traditional and conservative of late, but needs to be 
distinguishable from the choir (which is small in number) and congregation.  A Clerical Collar 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǿƻǊƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŎǳƳōŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ άtŀǊƛǎƘέ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

 

 9.00am Holy Communion Service is formal, but the 
10.30am services are less formal ς with the obvious 
exceptional parts of this service -particularly on 
άtŀǊŀŘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎέ 
 

 ά!ƭƭ !ƎŜ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇέ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇŜǊǎ 
into our Church of late and this is being maintained 
during the interregnum.  Laity is encouraged to 
participate as much as possible in the services. 
 

Music 

 We have an excellent volunteer organist.  Our small choir is supported by either the organ or 
piano, or when no musician is available, a CD of the Hymns. We use the Complete Anglican 
Hymns Old and New 

 
Other Services 

 When we had a Priest we said Morning Prayer daily, with occasional mid - week Holy 
Communion.   Compline was said during Advent and Lent. 
 

 We prefer baptisms to take place on the third Sunday of the month during the 10.30 am 
service, in order to welcome the newly baptised into the church family.  Special arrangements 
can be made to hold baptisms at other times. 

 

 Marriages (Traditional Service) usually take place on a Saturday, unless by special 
arrangement. 


